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Synopsis 
 

 

International arbitration is traditionally thought to be the only method of dispute resolution which businesses can resort to when cross-border 

disputes arise in the One-Belt-One-Road project. However, lawyers and their clients should not overlook the possibility of litigating in a national 

court, and then applying to another national court for recognition and enforcement of the judgment. Common law courts will enforce money 

judgments from any other country, provided a few basic conditions apply, and these conditions are not difficult to meet. In civil law courts, 

foreign money judgments can often be enforced but the conditions for recognition and enforcement are stricter than for common law courts. 

But whatever the differences between common law and civil law courts may be, it is worthwhile for courts to take the lead and exchange 

information on recognition and enforcement with other courts. One way is for courts of OBOR countries to enter into memorandums of guid-

ance with the courts of other OBOR countries, explaining the requirements for enforcing the judgments of one court in the other. The example 

set by the DIFC Courts may be a useful guide for OBOR countries to follow. 

 


